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“UAVNZ believes the new Civil Aviation Rules are a great step towards recognising the 

significant potential and rapid growth of the drone industry by not applying a one size fits all 

model and by allowing for technology advancements such as First Person View (FPV) 

systems,” said Shaun Mitchell, Chairman of UAVNZ, the national industry organisation for 

Unmanned Aircraft.  

Mitchell explains “instead of all flyers operating under model aircraft rules, with the 

introduction of Part 102 there is now the opportunity to apply for an unmanned aircraft 

operator certificate [UAOC] if you wish to operate outside of Part 101 restrictions.”  

The rules were discussed as part of UAVNZ’s recent inaugural meeting. Its executive 

committee supports the creation of Civil Aviation Rules for drones. Chairman Shaun Mitchell 

states “UAVNZ, a division of Aviation NZ, is the industry body representing NZ Commercial 

UAV operators” and, Mitchell explains, “from discussions so far with our members we expect 

a large proportion of them to apply to the CAA for a UAOC.”  

Mitchell acknowledges there has been some negative reaction to the rules from people who 

think they are onerous for hobbyist flyers. However in his view a safe, shared airspace 

requires all flyers to understand their obligations including how high they are flying, where 

they are flying and respecting safety and privacy, as well as understanding the Civil Aviation 

Rules.  

Mitchell also suggests that some of the new additions to Part 101 help both recreational and 

commercial flyers, “for instance requiring operators to have knowledge of the airspace 

designation should contribute to a safer environment through flyers understanding if they are 

in controlled airspace, a low flying zone, or military operating area”. 

“Also, Part 101’s ‘shielded operations’ should enable flying to occur without Air Traffic Control 

(ATC) authorisation for hobby and recreational flying. A ‘shielded operation’ is generally an 

operation within 100m of and below the top of a natural or man-made object (e.g. a tree or 

building), outside an aerodrome and with a physical barrier between an aerodrome and the 

UAV,” said Mitchell.  

UAVNZ understands people may have concerns around the new UAV/drone industry and is 

drafting a code of conduct that all members will be required to sign covering the expectation 

that members will understand and adhere to Civil Aviation Rules, act responsibly and safely, 

and respect existing privacy laws. Mitchell suggests commercial operators should join 

UAVNZ to make sure their views are heard and represented on topics such as Civil Aviation 

Rules.  

UAVNZ is a collaborator on www.airshare.co.nz with Airways, CAA and Callaghan Innovation 

and encourages people to join the airshare buzz. Airshare aims to help UAV owners and 

flyers understand their responsibilities by providing information on the Civil Aviation Rules to 

operate drones safely, log flights, request access to controlled airspace, and view dynamic 

airspace maps to understand for instance if you are in a control zone.  



For further information or to join UAVNZ please contact:  
John Nicholson  
General Manager  
Aviation New Zealand  
john.nicholson@aviationnz.co.nz  
+64 4 472 2707          
  

About UAVNZ 
UAVNZ was founded in December 2013 ‘to maximise the benefits from UAV technologies 
and develop a world-class UAV industry in New Zealand’. It does this through:  

• Connecting: suppliers and customers, hosting forums and networking events 

• Promoting: UAV companies and services, the benefits of UAV technology and safe 
and professional operating practices 

• Supporting: companies by providing templates and standards, engaging with CAA 
and the wider aviation industry 

 
Following continued industry growth, UAVNZ became a Division of Aviation NZ in December 
2014 
 
For more information please visit http://www.aia.org.nz/Divisions/UAV+NZ.html  
 
Resources on UAVs: 
CAA 
UAVNZ 
www.airshare.co.nz 
 
Key facts about Aviation New Zealand  
Aviation New Zealand exists to lead, inspire and grow the New Zealand aviation industry. 
It was established in 1950 to encourage the safe growth of the aviation industry in New 
Zealand.  In more recent years, it has also become involved in helping the international 
development of its members. 
 
Aviation New Zealand has nearly 300 members and over 2000 on its database. 
 
Members include UAV commercial operators, agricultural companies, air operators (fixed 
wing and rotary), aircraft designers and manufacturers, airports, aviation trainers, emergency 
and medical services companies, helicopter companies and component/parts manufacturers. 
  


